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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

• Claims 7, 1 1 and 20 have been amended to conform to 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, 
first paragraph. The rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, of claims 7, 1 1 and 
20 has been withdrawn. 

• Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 
of claims 1-20 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

As argued by applicants 

(1) at page 8: 

Kinjo discloses that the extracted geometric figures are transformed to numerical data and stored as 
"accessory information" in a database. (Col 12, lines 47-52.) Kinjo does not disclose the extraction of 
image data from a predetermined region of an image. 

(2) at page 9: 

Kinjo does not disclose using extracted image data as a retrieval key image for comparison with other 
images. 

No form of image data comparison is disclosed in Kinjo. 

(3) at page 9: 

Kinjo only discloses the comparison of tables or lists of geometric shapes. As such, in Kinjo, 
designating a retrieval key is cumbersome. By contrast, applicants' invention does not require the 
burden of preprocessing images in the image database. The invention allows a user to designate an 
area in an image as a retrieval key simply by using a device such as a pointer to select a portion of an 
image. 
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Examiner respectfully disagrees. 

(1 ) In response tO applicants' argument that Kinjo does not disclose the extraction of 
image data from a predetermined region of an image, examiner respectfully points Out that Claims 1 , 

7, 8, 1 1 , 12, 15, 16 and 20 do not specify how to extract image data to distinguish the 
claimed invention over Kinjo technique. Therefore, numerical data obtained by 
transforming the extracted areas of a picture, e.g., FIG. 1, still meets the requirement of 

the Claimed extracting image data from a predetermined region of at least one of said items of image data 
registered in said image database. 

(2) In response to applicants' argument that Kinjo does not disclose using extracted 
image data as a retrieval key image for comparison with other images, examiner respectfully refers 

applicants to the Kinjo teaching at Col. 13, Lines 45-54. As taught by Kinjo, the 
designated searching pattern 20, e.g., circles, triangles and rectangles, is input as a 
searching condition, the original image to be searched is read from its database and 
compared with the designated searching pattern 20. As discussed above, the result of 
extracting is position, size and direction as image data. In short, the Kinjo technique 

indicates using extracted image data as a retrieval key image for comparison with other images. 

(3) In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 

(i.e. , applicants' invention does not require the burden of preprocessing images in the image database. The 
invention allows a user to designate an area in an image as a retrieval key simply by using a device such as a 
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pointer to select a portion of an image) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the 
claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are 
not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. 
Cir. 1993). 

In view of the above, examiner contends that all limitations as recited in the 
claims have been addressed in this Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 



As in Claims 1 , 7, 8 , 1 1 , 1 2, 1 5 the Claimed extracting imase data from a predetermined 
region of at least one of said items of image data registered in said image database, designating said 
extracted imase data as a retrieval key imase was not described in the specification (as in 
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paragraph [001 1], an extractor for extracting an image of a predetermined region from 
the image data registered in the image database, a retrieval key image designator for 
designating the extracted image as an image serving as a retrieval key are disclosed 
not image data as in the amendment 06/13/2005). 

As in Claim 21 , the Claimed the retrieval key image is extracted by positioning a pointer on 
a portion of said face and dragging said pointer was not described in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 7, 8, 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As in Claims 1,7, 11, image data in the clause at least one other item of image data 
refers to a plurality Of image data, e.g., image data from a predetermined region and image data 
registered in said image database. It is unclear what image data is being referenced. 
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As in claim 8, image data in the Clause more than one other item of image data refers to 
a plurality of image data, e.g., image data from said plurality of items of image data registered in 
said image database. It is unclear what image data is being referenced. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-20 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kinjo [USP 6,813,395 B1]. 

Regarding claim 1, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus for retrieving 
desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The Kinjo apparatus 
includes: 

an extractor for extracting image data from a predetermined region of at least one of said items 
of image data registered in said image database (Col. 1 0, Lines 45-51 and Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6- 
40); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating said extracted image data as a retrieval key 
image (Col. 13, Lines 45-54); 
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a retriever for comparing said retrieval key image to at least one other item of image data and 
retrieving from said image database image data containing an image identical or analogous to said 
retrieval key image (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 7, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and program 
for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The 
Kinjo program includes the steps of: 

referring to a plurality of items of image data registered in an image database, and extracting 
image data from a predetermined region of at least one of said items of image data (Col. 1 0, Lines 
45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

designating said extracted image data as a retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 45-54); 

comparing said retrieval key image to at least one other item of image data and retrieving from 
said image database image data containing an image identical or analogous to said retrieval key image 
(Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 8, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and program 
for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The 
Kinjo apparatus includes: 

a retrieval key image extractor for extracting image data from said plurality of items of image 
data registered in said image database (Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

a storage for storing said extracted image data therein (Col. 12, Lines 42-52); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating a retrieval key image from the stored extracted 
image data (Col. 13, Lines 16-25, Lines 45-54); 
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a retriever for comparing said designated retrieval key image to more than one item of image 
data and retrieving from said image database more than one item of image data containing an image 
identical or analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus and 
program for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34- 
39). The Kinjo program includes the steps of: 

extracting image data from a plurality of items of image data registered in an image database 
(Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

storing in a storage said extracted image data from more than one of said plurality of items of 
image data (Col. 12, Lines 42-52); 

designating a retrieval key image from the stored extracted image data (Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6- 
25, Lines 45-54); 

comparing said designated retrieval key image to at least one other item of image data and 
retrieving from said image database more than one item of image data containing an image identical 
or analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claims 12 and 15, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus 
and program for retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 
34-39). The Kinjo apparatus includes: 

a retrieval key image extractor for extracting image data from said plurality of items of image 
data registered in said image database (Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 
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a storage for storing extracted image data from at least two items of image data therein (Col . 
12, Lines 42-52); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating more than one retrieval key image from the 
stored extracted image data (Col. 13, Lines 16-25, Lines 45-54); 

a retriever for comparing said more than one designated retrieval key image to more than one 
item of image data and retrieving from said image database image data containing an image identical 
or analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 13, Lines 50-65). 

Regarding claim 22, Kinjo teaches an image data retrieval apparatus for 
retrieving desired image data from an image database (Col. 10, Lines 34-39). The Kinjo 
apparatus includes: 

an extractor for extracting an image of a predetermined region from said image data registered 
in said image database (Col. 10, Lines 45-51 and Col. 13, Lines 16-40); 

a retrieval key image designator for designating said extracted image as an image serving as a 
retrieval key (Col. 13, Lines 45-54); 

a retriever for using said retrieval key image to retrieve from said image database image data 
containing an image identical or analogous to said retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 50-65), 

wherein said retrieval key image is a partial image having an area of said image data 
registered in said image database and said retriever compares said retrieval key image and an image 
having an area of said image data registered in said image database for retrieval (Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6- 
54). 
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Regarding claims 2, 10, 14 and 18, Kinjo teaches all the claimed subject matters 
as discussed in claims 1, 9, 13 and 16, Kinjo further discloses image of said predetermined 
region is an image of a face of a person (Col. 1 0, Lines 61 -67). 

Regarding claim 3, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo further discloses the step of designating more than one 
said retrieval key image (FIG. 2, Col.10, Lines 39-67). 

Regarding claim 4, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo further discloses the step of extracting more than one 
said image of said predetermined region from said image data in said image database for storage 
(FIG. 2, Col. 10, Lines 39-67, Col. 12, Lines 42-52) and designating a desired retrieval key 
image from said more than one image of said predetermined region stored (Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6-25, 
Lines 45-54). 

Regarding claim 5, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 4, Kinjo further discloses the step of retrieving more than one 
item of image data containing an image identical or analogous to said retrieval key image (FIG. 5). 

Regarding claim 6, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 4, Kinjo further discloses the step of designating more than one 
retrieval key image (Col. 1 3, Lines 1 6-25, Lines 45-54). 
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Regarding claim 9, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 8, Kinjo further discloses the step of extracting an image of a 
predetermined region included in said image data registered (Col. 1 0, Lines 34-51 ). 

Regarding claim 13, Kinjo teaches all the claim subject matters as discussed 
above with respect to claim 12, Kinjo further discloses the step of extracting an image of a 
predetermined region included in said image data registered (Col. 1 0, Lines 34-51 ). 

Regarding claim 16, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 1 , Kinjo further discloses 

an image obtainer for obtaining information corresponding to an image (Col. 1 2, Lines 40- 

47); 

a table for having recorded therein said information and an image serving as a retrieval key, 
correlated with each other (TABLE 1 , Col. 1 3); 

a converter for referring to said table to convert said information to a retrieval key image (Col. 
12, Line47-Col. 13, Line 15). 

Regarding claim 17, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 16, Kinjo further discloses the technique of obtaining more 
than one item of information (Col. 12, Lines 40-47). 
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Regarding claim 19, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 18, Kinjo further discloses the technique of obtaining 

information in a form of a name of a person (Col. 12, Lines 23-35). 

Regarding claim 20, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 7, Kinjo further discloses: 

obtaining information corresponding to an image (Col. 12, Lines 40-47); 

converting said information to a retrieval key image with reference to a table having recorded 
therein said information and the retrieval key image, correlated with each other (TABLE 1 , Col. 1 2, 
Line47-Col. 13, Line 15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
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consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kinjo [USP 6,813,395 B1] in view of Barber et al. [5,751,286]. 

Regarding claim 21, Kinjo teaches all of the claimed subject matter as discussed 
above with respect to claim 2, but does not explicitly teach the retrieval key image is 

extracted by positioning a pointer on a portion of said face and dragging said pointer. Barber 
teaches the technique of dragging an object of an image for querying (Barber, Col. 9, 
Lines 1-4). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use the technique of drag and drop to indicate a query in order to 
search for a particular face's object. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG Q. PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4040. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E. BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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